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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of worh in Chinatown^ San Francisco, for the week ended 

June 4-, 190J^. 

The followiDg is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of June 6: 

Week ended June 4- 

Buildings reinspected 228 

Rooms 2, 074 

Persons inspected 2, 368 

Sick 14 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 15 

Dead examined 5 

Necropsies 2 

Rats examined bacteriologically 106 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 976 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 16 

Notices sent to abate plumbing nuisance 8 

Plumbing nuisances abated 2 

Undergoing abatement 10 

Total number plumbing inspections 90 

Blocks covered with Danyz virus 10 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. — Inspection of 

Rio Grande City. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Sauvignet reports, through Passed Assist- 
ant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Lakedo, Tex., May ^7, 1904.. 
Rio Grande City has good surface drainage, being situated on the 
sides of a hill. The city is divided into blocks, with alleys between 
the back parts of the lots. The streets are not worked at all and 
there is no garbage system; notwithstanding this, there was very little 
trash in the streets at the time of my visit, probably because of the 
very heavy rain that had fallen a few days previous to my arrival. 

83 1137 



June 10, 1904 1138 

There were no pools or ponds of standing water in the city itself. 
There exists, however, a large flat west of the city which forms a 
shallow lake or lagoon which had water. This covers about one mile 
in its longest direction (east to west) and one-half mile across (north 
to south). The bed occupied by the Rio Grande is very wide, the 
channel proper being about 100 yards wide, but owing to the sandy 
character of the soil this channel changes frequently after a rise of the 
river, and leaves large lagoons with luxuriant vegetation. 

Upon my arrival in Rio Grande City I saw the first Stegomyix in the 
office of one of the principal merchants. I next had occasion to visit 
the court-house, which is situated on the top of an eminence and is 
thoroughly ventilated by the prevailing southeast wind, and there also 
saw Stegmnyise. At the hotel where I stopped 1 could find only Culex, 
and in different other parts I found either one of the two varieties or 
both together. There were no Anopheles observed. 

The water supply of the people is from barrels and cisterns, the 
poorer class using barrels and the wealthier having cisterns. The 
poorer class of people reside in the western, northern, and northeast- 
ern part of the city. These were visited and found comparatively free 
from either wrigglers or mosquitoes, as against the residences of the 
better class of people, who use cisterns. Jn the northwestern part of 
the city there exists a lagoon during rain}^ weather. This practi- 
cally dries up in about six days. 1 got together a meeting of the 
better class of citizens in the count}^ judge's office and explained to 
them the mosquito, its life, and the methods of destro3nng it, and dis- 
tributed over the city the rules, etc. I noticed great interest of the 
people in reading them, but do not believe they will be so interested 
in complying with them. 

The following recommendations were made: 

Screening or oiling of cisterns with the use of a pump to draw 
water, the covering of barrels by screen or cloth tops, and placing of 
fish or oil in the lagoons. 

I visited the commanding officer at Fort Ringgold, who very kindly 
invited me to visit the post. I accompanied him and saw that every- 
thing is ideally fixed, all the buildings being screened with 18-mesh 
galvanized wire. No standing water is to be found except in the fire 
buckets, and these have a coating of oil. The water supply is by 
waterworks and a sewage system disposes of all dejecta and fluid 
garbage and a cart collects dry garbage and refuse. The hospital is 
thoroughly screened, and in addition has two large screen cages for 
those who may get sick of yellow fever or be suspected of it. There 
are no mosquitoes at the post, and it is situated east of the city. 

I conversed with many of the prominent citizens and gatheied that 
they had had last year a mild epidemic of dengue and had had such 
epidemics between 1882, the year that it was frankly acknowledged as 
yellow fever, and the present year, but either had no fatalities or those 
that did occur "were among children or old people" (expression used 
by one of the local ph3'sicians). 

The following record is selected from the death record of the county 
clerk, the total number of deaths between September and now being 
only 43 for the whole count}^. The county clerk states that he is 
unable to get complete returns, as usually those he filed were from 
other source of information than physicians, the people mainly being 
treated by healers or " curanderos," as they are termed here: 
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Date. 1 Place of death. 


Age. 


Cause. 


Sex. 


1 
1903. i 
Sept. 9 i Roma 


Years. 
60 
li 






Oct. 24 { do 


do 


Do. 


Oct. 16 • Eacobares 


25 

42 

9 


do 


Do 


Nov. .5 ! Chapeiia . 


do 


Male 


Nov. 1 i Rio Grande City 


Abscess on brain . 


Female. 


1904. 1 
Jan. 8 ! Salado 


30 

25 
45 
70 


Fever 


Do. 






Do. 


Apr. 10 ] Eo.sita '. 




Do. 


Mar 10 ' San Pedro . . 


do 


Do 









I also gathered from the drivers who took me from Hebbronville to 
Rio Grande City that at nearly all the ranches in the county there had 
been either the "malecito" or "trancaso" (this term is used for severe 
lumbar pain and corresponds to the French "douleur en barre"). 

On Saturday 1 spent a day in visiting Camargo, the town closest to 
Rio Grande Citj^ It is situated in Mexico in a southwest direction, 6 
miles inland on the San Juan River. This point originally had a large 
population, but now there are probabl}' only about 1,500 inhabitants, 
and it serves as a stage station for San Miguel, the present western 
terminus of the Mexican National from Matamoros, and also inland 
travel from Victoria, Linares, and Monterey; its chief travel is from 
San Miguel and Monterey. Here 1 also found Stegomyise and got 
history of dengue epidemics, even some last year, though thej^ claim to 
have had a shotgun quarantine against the world. This town suffered 
very much from yellow fever in 1882. Camargo will probably become 
an important point to watch when the Mexican National Railroad will 
have completed its route between Monterey and Matamoros, as those 
wishing to evade quarantine at Matamoros would very easily leave the 
train here or at any other near station, cross the Rio Grande, 
arrive at Rio Grande City, and from here travel inland. In fact, I am 
informed that heavy mails from Mexican points were carried from Rio 
Grande City to Hebbronville during the first ten days of the September 
1903 State quarantine, and after that no mail at all was allowed to cross. 

Sunday I was enabled to visit Roma, Tex. , through the courtesy of 
Captain Roach, of Fort Ringgold, who furnished me an ambulance 
and mule teams as conveyance. This town is about 15 miles above, 
on the Rio Grande, and is ideally situated for hygienic conditions, 
as all the ground slopes away from the church, which is the central 
building. The river banks are high and rock3^ There are about six 
or eight hundred people, and the main occupation is cotton planting 
or cattle raising. Communication is had in v^arious directions by 
wagon roads. Here also they had the "malecito" (note 2 deaths from 
fever (1) September 9 and October 24, 1903, in list above). I also 
found some Stegomyia and Oulex mosquitoes, and at the gin the water 
barrels full of larvae of both kinds. Its owner was cautioned about 
this nuisance, and he promised to abate it by using a tank for his water 
supplj^ and stocking with fish. 

In conclusion, in view of the existence of Stegomyise at all these 
points I would recommend that the antimosquito crusade be extended 
to this count}^ and probably to the other counties between Laredo and 
Brownsville, as there exists no doubt in my opinion that there was a 
mild epidemic of yellow fever, or "malecito," in all this territory, and 
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further, I would respectfully suggest that Rio Grande City be con- 
sidered an important quarantine station on account of its present rela- 
tion to the interior Mexican towns in the Tampico district, and also of 
its future relations when the Mexican National Railroad will have 
built its branch from Monterey to Matamoros. 

Sanitary meeting at Corpus Christi— hmpection at San Diego. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McGregor reports, through Passed Assist- 
ant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

San Diego, Tex., May 27, 190^. 

I returned from Corpus Christi this morning after holding a good 
meeting of county and city officials and citizens. These were inter- 
ested and organized to take active steps in lighting the mosquitoes and 
securing sanitary conditions. All are pleased that the Public Health 
and Marine-Hospital Service has entered into the work, and they 
promise their hearty cooperation. The Ladies' Monday Club are also 
interested and will give their support to means of thorough sanitation. 

The new railroad from Robstown to Brownsville is almost com- 
pleted, and there are a great many people along the line. At King- 
ville many families are moving in, but so far I hear of no sickness 
along the line. In Corpus Christi I found numerous cases of malarial 
and slow continued fever. 

We have inspected up to date in this place 213 houses, containing 
460 rooms; oiled 54 water containers. 

I shall leave for Alice after completing here. 

San Diego, May '29, 190^. 

We will finish inspection and oiling to-day and go to Alice. 

I am informed that there are some cases of chills and fever at a 
ranch near here. I shall investigate to-day. 

More than 100 householders here desire to have their premises fumi- 
gated. I shall report the number of rooms required to be diir,infected 
when we finish to-day. 

San Diego, May 30, 190^. 

I inspected yesterday and to-day 130 houses, containing 220 rooms; 
oiled — barrels, 16; tanks and cisterns, 7; wells, 2; ponds, 18. 

I inspected some ranches about 2 miles from here, and found 3 
cases of intermittent fever in 1 family and some other cases, but none 
suspicious. 

1 learn to-day of some sick people in Benavides, who are said to have 
arrived from Mathis on the Aransas Pass Railroad. I shall leave the 
inspectors here to finish the work we have in hand, and investigate con- 
ditions at Benavides. 

The San Diego Creek, which is usually drj' in the summer, is at present 
a succession of pools, which, however, are being oiled for a mile or so, 
or as far as the town extends. 

The people seem anxious to cooperate, and are screening and oiling 
their water containers. They are of the opinion that there were cases 
of yellow fever here last year. The disease was then considered 
dengue, or paludism. 



